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looking back on his own inconstancy. I know that I,
for one, should not like to see reprinted my own critical
effusions at the turn of the century, when all of us
who were then young (or youngish) and optimistic,
saw, in the great wave of realism which had swept
over European letters., the panacea for all ills.
We indulged in an absurd over-valuation'of a move-
ment which, in these past thirty years, has quietly
sunk back into a very modest niche in literary history.
Now, this fluidity of aesthetic opinion is a real
justification for the unwillingness of the universities
of the past to admit literature into their system—
a branch of study which is obviously so unstable
in its positive values. This, they said, is not the kind
of established knowledge which it has always been
the proud function of academic work to cultivate and
widen; it is merely empty talk about individual
opinion. And it is not surprising that, once the
admission of literary studies to the universities was
unavoidable, these institutions should have set about
the problem of establishing these branches of learning,
not on the shifting sands of subjective opinion and
criticism, but on the solid rock of fact.
This craving for a fact basis really underlay the
expatiations on technical form, on rhetorical modes
of expression, the accumulation of dates and data to
the rigid exclusion of aesthetic appreciation, which
made up the study of literature in the mediaeval
universities.
And it also lies behind the effort of the modern
universities to base literary study on a philological
groundwork. The process is nowhere more clearly
seen than in the universities of Germany during the
past hundred years. They have grappled, as no others
have grappled, with the problem of how to give the
study of literature something of the certainty and
permanency of a science.
For myself, I regard myself happy in my German
student years—when I was already vaguely uneasy
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